
MINUTES 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

ANDERSON SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE 
Anderson, South Carolina 

 

January 19, 2021 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 
The Board of Trustees of Anderson County School District Number Five met in the Offices of 

the Board this date with the following members present:  Mr. Rick Bradshaw, Rev. Johnny 
Donald, Jr., Mr. Brad Freeman, Mr. John Griffith, Mr. Harold Kay, II, Mr. Andy Patrick, and 
Mr. Paul Zugg.  Dr. Sandy Addis and Mr. Tommy Price were present via Google Meet. 

 
 
NOTICE TO MEDIA 

 
In accordance with the S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, the 
following have been notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting:  The 

Anderson Independent-Mail, Greenville News, The Anderson Journal, WYFF, WSPA, and FOX 
21. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

 
Mr. Bradshaw called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.; then turned the meeting over to the 
superintendent who welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Rev. Donald gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

 
BOARD ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

The election of board officers is carried out according to Board Policy BD—Organization of the 
School Board.  There was no opposition to the current slate of officers.  The superintendent 
recommended Board approval to re-elect Mr. Bradshaw as Chairman, Rev. Donald as Vice 

Chairman, and Mr. Kay as secretary. 
 
Mr. Price made a motion the Board approve to re-elect Mr. Richard Bradshaw as 

Chairman, Rev. Johnny Donald as Vice Chairman, and Mr. Harold Kay as Secretary.  
Dr. Addis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Mr. Bradshaw recommended Board approval of the agenda as presented. 
 
With no objections and by Board consensus, the agenda was approved as 

presented. 
 



 

2 

RECOGNITION OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Mr. Wilson, the administration, staff, and schools recognized and thanked the nine member 
Board of Trustees for their service to the community, as January is School Board 
Recognition Month. 

 
Mr. Wilson recognized Mr. Richard Bradshaw for 15 years of service as a Board Member 
for Anderson School District Five. 

 
Mr. Wilson also recognized Pamela Hassan, Director of Procurement and Warehouse 
Services, for approximately 25 years of service to Anderson School District Five.  Pam is 

retiring at the end of January 2021. 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
 
Mr. Brad Dunkle expressed concerns about how curriculum is selected for different grade 

levels and if the District remains autonomous with regards to outside influences coming into 
the schools.  The Superintendent instructed Mr. Dukes to follow up with the parent. 
 

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 

COVID Update – Dr. Hudson reported the COVID Advisory Team meets periodically to 
update changes to COVID response.  For close contact, quarantine time is now 7-10 days vs. 
14 days.  He reported the district will begin rapid testing of students and employees who 

may be showing symptoms of the virus; the district purchased additional PPE through a 
CARES grant; and the district closed Nevitt Forest Elementary School until January 25 due to 
the majority of their students being in quarantine.  With regards to safety in our schools, the 

district has not had one documented case where a student contracted COVID from another 
student.  Dr. Hudson then discussed the district’s positive and quarantine statistics as of 

January 19, 2021.  Dr. Hudson also thanked Director of Nursing Janis Bolden and her staff 
for the great job they have done in managing the District’s COVID cases and responses. 
 

Financial Audit Presentation for FY 19-20 
 
Mr. Wilson recognized Mr. Ken Meadows of Greene Finney, LLP.  Mr. Meadows stated the 

district is responsible for financial statements and maintaining effective internal controls.  
Greene Finney, LLP is responsible for providing reasonable assurance that financial 
statements are materially correct.  Mr. Meadows reported the district received an 

“unmodified opinion,” which is the best opinion the school district can receive. 
 
Next, Mr. Meadows reported the district’s General Fund balance was approximately $34.5 

million, an increase of approximately $3.5 million.  The unassigned fund balance was 
approximately $34.3 million, which is approximately 29% of actual expenditures and 
approximately 29% of budgeted expenditures.  Reasons for maintaining an adequate fund 

balance include cash flow through second half of calendar year and savings for emergencies 
and unanticipated future spending. 
 

Mr. Meadows reported the district’s General Fund revenues were approximately $120.1 
million, an increase of approximately $5.7 million.  Compared to budget, district revenues 
were approximately $5.9 million over budget primarily due to higher than expected property 

tax revenues, state revenues, and investment earnings. 
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The district’s General Fund expenditures were approximately $117.9 million, an increase of 
approximately $10.9 million.  Compared to budget, district expenditures were approximately 

$1 million under budget primarily due to lower than budgeted salaries and benefits, partially 
offset by higher than budgeted technology expenditures. 
 

Next, Mr. Meadows discussed special revenue funds which include Special Projects and EIA 
with approximately $4.9 million in carryover funds; a Fund balance of approximately $1.9 
million primarily assigned for Medicaid-related expenditures, technology upgrades, and the 

ASD5 Education Foundation; and Food Service with an approximate $2.9 million fund 
balance. 
 

The district’s total capital assets were approximately $217.9 million, an increase of 
approximately $1.3 million primarily due to building additions at Southwood Academy of the 
Arts Fine Arts Center, athletic complexes at both high schools, and upgrades at McCants 

Middle School.  Investment in the Anderson Institute of Technology was approximately $23.3 
million, an increase of approximately $2.4 million.  Capital projects fund balance totaled 
approximately $39.1 million primarily due to the local option sales taxes revenue and a 

transfer in from General Fund in current year. 
 
The district’s total long-term obligations were approximately $194.8 million, a decreased of 

approximately $6.9 million primarily due to principal payments on bonds and amortization of 
premiums on issued bonds. 

 
In summary, Mr. Meadows reported there were no findings, significant deficiencies, or 
material weaknesses noted.  He stated the district is in good financial condition as of June 

30, 2020.  He also noted the district has continued to receive the Government Finance 
Officers Association (GFOA) and Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) Awards for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting for 21 and 19 years in a row, respectively. 

 
Procurement Agreed-Upon Procedures Presentation for FY 19-20 
 

Mr. Meadows stated the State Fiscal Accountability Authority (SFAA) determines the 
procedures to be performed for the Procurement Audit.  He reported the auditors reviewed 
sealed bids and proposals greater than $50,000; procurements $10,000 to $50,000 and 

$2,500 up to $10,000; major construction procurements and architectural and engineering 
procurements; sole source and emergency procurement transactions; procurement card 
transactions; minority business utilization plan and reports; procurement ratifications; and 

surplus property sales.  The auditors also conducted a physical inventory observation of the 
warehouse, and there were no exceptions noted out of 50 items sampled. 
 

In summary, Mr. Meadows reported there were no significant findings.  The district complied, 
in all material respects, with the district’s procurement code as of June 30, 2020.  He further 
stated the district has very good organization and management of procurement operations. 

 
Financial Reports – Mrs. Heard presented, as information, the monthly financial 
Statements and Pupil Activity Reports for the month ending December 31, 2020.  With 

regards to the one cent sales tax, Anderson Five received approximately $980,890.39 for the 
month of September; an increase of approximately $80,000 during this same time last year.  
With regards to revenue, approximately $10 million in property taxes was received in 

December; a large portion of remaining property taxes will be received by the end of 
January; state funds are coming in as projected.  With regards to expenditures, they are as 
anticipated; with no major expenses.  Finally, Mrs. Heard reported a portion of the McCants 

property was sold, and the funds will be used for future capital projects. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

Board Meeting Minutes – Mr. Wilson and the Administration recommended Board approval 
of the November 17, 2020 Board Meeting minutes and the December 16, 2020 Special Board 
Meeting minutes as presented. 

 
Mr. Patrick made a motion the Board approve the minutes as presented.  Rev. 
Donald seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Local Board Approved Courses – Each year local school boards must submit to the State 
Department of Education local courses that have been added to the curriculum from the 

previous year and/or during the current year.  The Administration recommended Board 
approval of the list of courses as presented. 
 

Mr. Kay made a motion the Board approve the list of local courses as presented.  
Mr. Zugg seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

2021-2022 School Calendar – Each year the five school districts in Anderson County work 
as a team to develop a unified school calendar.  The Administration recommended Board 
approval of the 2021-2022 school calendar as presented. 

 
Mr. Zugg made a motion the Board approve the 2021-2022 School Calendar as 

presented.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Out-of-District Tuition – At the beginning of each school year, the District establishes a 

preliminary out-of-district tuition based on unaudited financial data.  Out-of-district tuition 
must be finalized when the annual audit is completed.  The final out-of-district tuition for 
out-of-county students is $3,754.  The final out-of-district tuition for in-county 

students is $3,390.  The Administration recommended Board approval of the out-of-district 
tuition as presented. 
 

Mr. Price made a motion the Board approve the 2020-2021 Out-of-District Tuition 
as presented.  Dr. Addis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

Personnel Recommendations – Mr. Wilson and the Administration presented for Board 
consideration a recommendation for Director of Purchasing and Warehouse Services and 
Assistant Director of Transportation for the 2020-2021 school year; and a list of personnel 

for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Mr. Bradshaw made a motion the Board approve both lists of personnel as 

presented.  Mr. Kay seconded motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 

RECESS 
 
Mr. Price made a motion the Board recess then reconvene in Executive Session to 

discuss Section 30-4-70(a)(1)–Discussion of employment, appointment, 
compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline, or release of an employee, a 
student, or a person regulated by a public body or the appointment of a person to a 

public body; Section 30-4-70(a)(2)–The receipt of legal advice where the legal 
advice relates to a pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered 
by the attorney-client privilege; and Section 30-4-70(a)(2)–Discussion of 

negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or 
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purchase of property.  Rev. Donald seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
(7:41 P.M.) 

 
 
OPEN SESSION 

 
Mr. Kay made a motion the Board reconvene in Open Session.  Mr. Zugg seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Mr. Bradshaw reported no action was taken in Executive Session; however, action is required 
on Section 30-4-70(a)(1) and Section 30-4-70(a)(2). 

 
Mr. Freeman made a motion the Board extend the leave of three employees as 
discussed.  Mr. Patrick seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Rev. Donald made a motion the Board accept the recommendation of the 
Superintendent to report Employee A to the State Department of Education in 

accordance with State Board of Education regulations and ask the State Board of 
Education to take action to suspend Employee A’s teaching credential for a period 

of one calendar year based on her refusal to complete her 2020-2021 school year 
teaching responsibilities.  Mr. Zugg seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

 
After reviewing the proposed CM at Risk services and costs to be provided by 
Thompson Turner Construction in Executive Session, Mr. Kay made a motion the 

Board approve and authorize the Superintendent to execute the contract on behalf 
of the District with Thompson Turner Construction, for the following projects: 
 

1. Renovation of existing building structures to accommodate Class A  
Office Space; and 

2. Construction of new Synthetic Turf Field and Walking Track at McCants  

Middle School; and 
3. Construction of new Synthetic Turf Field and Walking Track at Glenview  

and Robert Anderson Middle Schools 
 

Rev. Donald seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

As a point of record, Mr. Newton stated vaping is a serious problem we are facing in this 
district and across the nation.  There are many negative healthcare consequences for young 
people, in particular, who vape; we are still learning of the devastating healthcare issues that 

continue to emerge as vaping increases in popularity.  Additionally, the administrations at 
our middle and high schools are spending increasing amounts of time and resources 
combatting and addressing vaping issues during the school day and at extracurricular 

activities.  Unless the Board objects, the Administration will be working with legal counsel to 
join ongoing litigations against JUUL, the largest company in the nation that manufactures 
and distributes these devices. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, Rev. Donald made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. 
Griffith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

 
(8:31 P.M.) 
 

 
 
 

    CHAIRMAN         SECRETARY 
 
 

 
    DATE            DATE 
 

 
 
Recording Secretary 

As Approved By 


